
1 
 

 
 

JUNIOR ACT FAQs 
A survey was administered on the week of October 14-18, 2019 to provide an opportunity for patrons to provide 
feedback and ask questions about Moore Public School’s selection of the ACT as the required state assessment for 
high school juniors. These are the most commonly asked questions regarding the ACT test, with our responses.  
  
 
What is the College and Career Readiness Assessment (CCRA)?  

• Students enrolled in 11th grade will be given the Oklahoma College and Career Ready Assessment (CCRA), 
which consists of two parts.  For part 1, each district will choose to administer either the ACT or SAT, 
including the writing section.  Part 2 consists of Science Content Assessment which is aligned to the 
Oklahoma Academic Standards for Science and U.S. History Assessment which is aligned to the Oklahoma 
Academic Standards for U.S. History (https://sde.ok.gov/college-and-career-readiness-assessments)  

  
What is the difference between the ACT and the SAT?  

• The ACT is a standardized test designed to show colleges how prepared you are for higher education by 
measuring your reading comprehension, knowledge of writing conventions, and computational skills and 
then comparing you with the rest of the high schoolers who take it.  The ACT also includes a science 
reasoning section. The science section of the test allows ACT to provide a STEM benchmark score as 
well. (http://www.act.org/).   

• The SAT is a standardized test meant to show schools how prepared you are for college by measuring key 
skills like reading comprehension, computational ability, and clarity of expression. The SAT does not 
provide a science section.  (https://www.collegeboard.org/).  

  
Why did Moore Public Schools choose ACT over SAT?  

• MPS students have a history with taking the ACT for college admissions and scholarship opportunities. 
Therefore, MPS felt that it would be more beneficial to continue with the ACT rather than switching to an 
unfamiliar test platform (SAT) for our students. In Oklahoma, 95% of schools have chosen the ACT as their 
state assessment.   

  
How does the ACT correlate with the curriculum for secondary students?  

• ACT practice questions are embedded in all core curriculum units and assessments. Teachers use data 
from previous tests to determine common weak areas of performance. Those weak areas are then 
addressed through adjustments to the pacing guide. In addition, core curriculum teachers have received 
training in ACT test taking strategies and will pass those strategies onto their students.    
  

Is the ACT connected to graduation?  
• The graduation requirements for MPS students require students to participate in a standardized test 

between grades 9 and 12. Several tests are offered for students in grades 9-12 including PSAT, Pre-ACT, 
ACT, state science and state history. The state accountability rules require students to take all parts of the 
CCRA before graduation.  
  

Who will take the junior ACT?  
• All juniors will take the ACT during April of their junior year. The test will be administered during the 

regular school day.  

https://sde.ok.gov/college-and-career-readiness-assessments
http://www.act.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
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 Will the junior ACT count as one of the free ACTs for students with a fee waiver?  

• The junior ACT is provided for all juniors in April of their junior year at no cost to students. This does not 
affect the students’ ability to qualify for two fee waivers for additional ACT exams during the junior or 
senior year.  
  

Is there a cost for the junior ACT?  
• The junior ACT is free for all juniors in April of their junior year.  

  
What score counts as “passing”?  

• The ACT does not provide students with a “passing” score. Instead, the scores are reported as “College 
Readiness Benchmarks,” which provides students and parents with detailed information about the 
student’s readiness to be successful in college courses. See sample 
report: https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/2019-2020-Student-Rpt-with-
Write-sample-data.pdf  
  

Will the junior ACT count for college admissions?  
• The junior ACT is accepted for all college admissions and scholarship applications.   

  
Are students permitted to take the junior ACT with accommodations?  

• All students who are on an IEP, 504 or who are English learners will have the ability to take the ACT with 
approved accommodations.    
  

How are history and science assessed?  
• Colleges use the reading section of the ACT to determine college readiness for college level history 

courses; however, the state legislators require all students to participate in a state created US history 
exam. Therefore, all juniors will participate in an additional US History exam in April of their junior year.   

• Although ACT contains a science section in its battery of tests, it does not line up with Oklahoma science 
state standards. Therefore, all juniors must participate in the state provided science exam in April of their 
junior year.   

  
Are all CCRA exams posted to my student’s transcript?  

• All CCRA exams are required to be posted to students’ transcripts.  
  

What is offered for other high school grades levels to help prepare students for the ACT?  
• To better prepare and align curriculum with college and career readiness, MPS will provide 9th grade 

students with the ACT Aspire. These mini assessments will be administered four times a year in the core 
courses.   

• All 10th grade students will take the Pre-ACT in the fall of their 10th grade year with results being sent 
home with students by the end of first semester.   

• All 11th grade students will participate in a full-length practice ACT prior to the state junior ACT.   

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/2019-2020-Student-Rpt-with-Write-sample-data.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/2019-2020-Student-Rpt-with-Write-sample-data.pdf

